


Fabrics and “Freehand” with 3GEN acrylics

HOW TO PAINT BANNERSSTEP BY STEP

TEP      BY STEP

In this simple step by step we show you how the master 
Jose Davinci faces this figure by Raul Latorre, “Captain 
Nork”, sculpted for the brand Rage.  Working in small 
scales, in this case 35mm, may lead us to think that it is 
impossible to make a detailed and high quality work, 
however the author shows us that we can always go a little 
further. In this tutorial we will see how to work a banner 
fabric, with the added difficulty of including a “freehand” 
on the piece itself.

We start with black primer applied by airbrush.
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Now we will add a base coat with a brush using a mix-
ture of 60% Grey Brown (AK11125) and 40% Ivory 
(AK11004), slightly diluted so that the layer is as homoge-
neous as possible. In case it is somewhat irregular we will 
apply a second coat.
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Then we mask with Camouflage Elastic Putty all the 
surfaces that run the risk of staining since for this occa-
sion we are going to use the airbrush.

Now apply Anthracite (AK11167) diluted with 70% water 
and highlight with the airbrush all the shadows giving 
several soft passes, always applying it from below so that 
the airbrush only paints on the shadow surfaces that are 
looking towards the ground. In this way the shadows will 
be marked, enhancing the volumes of the banner.
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We add 10% more Ivory (AK11004) to the base coat color 
to mark the light surface. We will apply glazes with 80% 
water, the idea is to define the areas that are oriented 
upwards leaving uncovered those that we have outlined 
in the previous step. With this we will have well defined 
our planes of light and shadow. Having diluted the paint 
enough, in addition to the fact that the color is similar to 
that of the base coat, the contrast will be very subtle.
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Now with 80% of Ivory (AK11004) and 20% of Grey 
Brown (AK11125) we will represent the points of maxi-
mum light, we will do it almost without diluting the paint 
so that it covers well. In this step we have been guided by 
the natural light that reflects the miniature, we can see it 
clearly in the photo number 1. With great care we use the 
light that reflects to obtain a good contrast.

We will also take advantage of this step to 
apply small dots and stripes to generate a 
worn and natural texture.
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With the same color that we were using but this time 
diluted with 70% water, we apply glazes to blend the 
rougher transitions of the previous step. The direction of 
the stroke must be from the darkest to the lightest tone, 
in this way when lifting the brush you will not notice any 
interference. With two or three passes we will have enough 
for this step.

Now with Black (AK11029) almost undiluted we draw the 
symbol for the banner, trying to make it as homogeneous 
as possible.

Finally, with the same color of the last light of the banner 
diluted with 80% water, we use glazes and mark again the 
planes of light on the drawing of the previous step. This 
will make both the drawing and the canvas have the same 
surface of light and shadow integrating one with the other, 
giving the sensation that the drawing really belongs on the 
canvas. In addition we will use the same color but without 
diluting, highlighting some brightness on the edges to 
give definition. We will also add small stripes and dotted 
patterns to simulate the wear of the banner, thus conclud-
ing our work.
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